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Public Health 

The Los Angeles County Department of Public Health 
protects health, prevents disease, and promotes the 
health and well-being for all persons in Los Angeles 
County. Our focus is on the population as a whole, 
and we conduct our activities through a network of 
public health professionals throughout the 
community. Public health nurses make home visits to 
families with communicable diseases; epidemiologists 
investigate the sources of disease outbreaks; 
environmental health specialists ensure safe food, 
water, and housing; and all work with community 
coalitions to advocate for public policies to protect 
and improve health (County of Los Angeles Public 
Health, 2009). 



7/12/2012 3 

Evaluating what works in 
Public Health: The Task Force 

 

 The Task Force has established a Web site which is 
in the form of a Community Guide dealing with health 
interventions. A variety of health topics important to 
communities, public health agencies and health care 
systems are addressed.  The Guide summarizes what 
is known about the effectiveness and cost-
effectiveness of population based interventions 
designed to promote health, prevent disease, injury, 
disability and premature death as well as exposure to 
environmental hazards (County of Los Angeles Public 
Health, 2009). 

 

 

http://www.thecommunityguide.org/
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History of Public Health 

 
 

 Public health was defined by the American public health leader, 
Charles-Edward A. Winslow, in 1920 as, "the science and art of 
preventing disease, prolonging life, and promoting physical 
health and efficiency through organized community efforts for 
the sanitation of the environment, the control of community 
infections, the education of the individual in principles of 
personal hygiene, the organization of medical and nursing 
service for the early diagnosis and preventive treatment of 
disease, and the development of the social machinery which will 
ensure to every individual in the community a standard of living 
adequate for the maintenance of health" (Encyclopedia of Public 
Health, 2009). 
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Historical Development of Public 
Health 

 

 Homo Sapiens 
diseases 

 Dawn of history : 
Hippocrates 

 During the Dark 
Ages: Leprosy 

 Enlightenment and 
sanitary reform 

http://www.sint-barbara.be/humaniora/images/homo_erectus2.jpg
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://students.ou.edu/K/Christina.L.Kay-1/hippocrates-5.jpg&imgrefurl=http://students.ou.edu/K/Christina.L.Kay-1/episode1.html&h=414&w=300&sz=39&tbnid=KUHfF7sBsOH8tM:&tbnh=125&tbnw=91&prev=/images?q=hippocrates+picture&usg=__YlHEb03emubw8vHpcyB14E1yZro=&ei=TtsBS6LEJoH0sgOYt_ydCg&sa=X&oi=image_result&resnum=4&ct=image&ved=0CBEQ9QEwAw
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.lshtm.ac.uk/library/archives/images/frank1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.lshtm.ac.uk/library/archives/frank.html&h=180&w=150&sz=25&tbnid=wwHI6Y7v3-Vb4M:&tbnh=101&tbnw=84&prev=/images?q=Johann+Peter+Frank+picture&usg=__ung7L0miVG1UeHaroJ0kNPA0ZgQ=&ei=pt0BS9axFoXSsQOhmtzcDQ&sa=X&oi=image_result&resnum=3&ct=image&ved=0CAsQ9QEwAg
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History continues… 

 

 Edwin Chadwick: disease and 
poverty interaction (1842) 
“General Report on the sanitary 
Condition of the Laboring 
Population of Great Britain” 

 

 

 Lemuel Shattuck: The 
“Report of a General Plan for 
the Promotion of Public Health 
and Personal Health” (1850). 

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://sphtc.org/timeline/19th6.jpg&imgrefurl=http://sphtc.org/timelinetest3.htm&h=575&w=459&sz=157&tbnid=ra6BIRru6MDfoM:&tbnh=134&tbnw=107&prev=/images?q=edwin+chadwick+picture&usg=__9RC1M3VWH5gUf6mNlkQMfWc5RJI=&ei=p-QBS4TQMJC2sgPx9uSHCw&sa=X&oi=image_result&resnum=1&ct=image&ved=0CAcQ9QEwAA
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.nyc.gov/html/doh/images/php/php-shattuck.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.nyc.gov/html/doh/html/php/php-alt.html&h=140&w=100&sz=5&tbnid=nQACz6RcVUxv3M:&tbnh=93&tbnw=66&prev=/images?q=lemuel+Shattuck+picture&usg=__RaYSmDpVkcJa0HXhvc2536aS6uI=&ei=JeUBS6HJLImqswO3mPWeCg&sa=X&oi=image_result&resnum=3&ct=image&ved=0CAsQ9QEwAg
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Bacteriology and Infectious 
Diseases 

 Microbiology as a science was born in the late 1870s and 1880s, 
with the discoveries of pathogenic bacteria by Louis Pasteur in 
France,  

 

 

 

 

 and Robert Koch a Germany physician, a specific organism 
causes a specific disease, “Koch’s postulates” 

http://www.spock.com/picture_frame/587fe6dw0221fd0cd5
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.parazyt.gower.pl/wolsztyn/user/image/robert_koch1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.parazyt.gower.pl/wolsztyn/preview/pages/p10.htm&h=340&w=298&sz=22&tbnid=GI6CnFO8tcN9bM:&tbnh=119&tbnw=104&prev=/images?q=Robert+Koch+picture&usg=__vnJDbFEhbHyEYd369evYMQMydJw=&ei=h_EBS-PgLoj0sgP-yb3SDg&sa=X&oi=image_result&resnum=3&ct=image&ved=0CAsQ9QEwAg
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The Twentieth Century Public 
Health Challenges 

Early in the century: 

 Infant mortality 

 Occupational diseases 

 Mental health 

 Nutritional deficiencies 

 Tropical diseases 
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The Twentieth Century Public 
Health Challenges continues… 

Late in the century: 

 

 Aging of the population 

 Behavioral factors and disease: obesity, heart disease, cancer, 
AIDS… 

 Social inequalities in health 

 Increasing violence 

 Atmospheric warming, pollution, rapid population growth, 
addictive drugs production and use, biological warfare 
(Encyclopedia of Public Health, 2009). 
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Epidemiology and Public Health now, and 
in the future in Los Angeles County. 

 Epidemiology is the study of the distribution and determinants of health 
related states or events in specified populations and the application of 
this study to control health problems (CDC, 2009). 

Public Health epidemiologists will continue to respond to: 

  Emergent events such as merging infections 

  Natural disasters, or terrorism 

 Unintentional injuries 

 Environmental exposures 

 Cardiovascular disease 

 Obesity, tobacco use 

 Violence domestically and internationally 

 Expansion to new disciplines and analytical tools 
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An overview: 

 Senate Bill 162 (Ortiz) established the 
California Department of Public Health 
(CPDH) in 2007.  

 CDPH employs approximately 3,500 
people in over 60 locations around the 
state and administers a budget of over 
$3 billion (CDPH, 2009). 

 

http://www.cdph.ca.gov/pages/default.aspx
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Organization of the CDPH 

CDPH is organized around five centers to emphasize 
distinct programmatic domains: 

1. Center for Chronic Disease Prevention & Health 
Promotion 

2. Center for Environmental Health 

3. Center for Family Health 

4. Center For Health Care Quality 

5. Center for Infectious Diseases 

 
(CDPH, 2009) 

http://www.cdph.ca.gov/pages/default.aspx
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Responsibilities: 
 Prevention and control of chronic disease, 

injury, and occupational and childhood 
poisoning. 

 Cancer surveillance, control, and research 

 Surveillance and investigation of 
environmental exposure 

 Public health education and training 
(CDPH, 2009) 

 

Centers for Chronic  
Disease Prevention and Health Promotion 

http://www.cdph.ca.gov/pages/default.aspx
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Centers for Environmental 
Health 

Responsibilities: 
 Food and drug safety 

 Radiological device tracking and certification 

 Radiologic technologist and X-ray technician certification 

 Food and drug laboratory 

 Drinking water safety 

 Medical waste management 

 Recreational water and shellfish safety 

 Environmental health specialist certification 

 Sanitation and radiation laboratory 

(CDPH, 2009) 

 

http://www.cdph.ca.gov/pages/default.aspx


7/12/2012 15 

Center for Family Health 

Responsibilities: 

 Domestic violence services 

 Family planning services 

 Teen pregnancy prevention 

 Prenatal and newborn genetic screening 

 Improve maternal, child and adolescent health 

 Supplemental nutrition assistance and education for 
women, infants and children (WIC) 

(CDPH, 2009) 

 

http://www.cdph.ca.gov/pages/default.aspx
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Center for Health Care 

Responsibilities: 
 State licensing and federal certification of 30 different 

types of facilities and agencies 

 Nursing home administration licensing 

 Nurse assistants, home health aid, and hemodialysis 
technician certification 

 Clinical laboratory and personnel licensing 

 Facility surveys, certification reviews, and complaint 
investigations 

(CDPH, 2009) 

 

http://www.cdph.ca.gov/pages/default.aspx
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Center for Infectious Diseases 

Responsibilities: 
 Infectious diseases prevention, surveillance, treatment and 

control 

 HIV/AIDS prevention, care, treatment and support services 

 Epidemiology 

 Diagnostic and reference laboratory testing 

 Immunizations 

 Sexual transmitted disease prevention, surveillance and control 

 Tuberculosis, surveillance and control 
(CDPH, 2009) 

 

http://www.cdph.ca.gov/pages/default.aspx
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CDPH Other Offices and 
Functions 

1. Emergency Preparedness Office (EPO) 
2. Health information and Strategic Planning 

(HISP) 
3. California Office of Binational Border Health 
4. Coordinating Office for Obesity Prevention 
5. Office of Multicultural Health 
6. Office of the State Public Health Laboratory 

Director and 
7. Office of Woman Health 
(CDPH, 2009) 

 

http://www.cdph.ca.gov/pages/default.aspx

